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swarms a population that is suspicious and
criminal. When victims are abundant and crimes
easy, its members appear to enjoy unclouded happi-
ness. They give themselves up to drunkenness
and debauchery and would not, on any account,
change their picturesque and adventurous life.
Are they really happy? Who is the man who,
aside from the question of responsibility, would
accept this form of happiness?

We challenge at this stage the apologists of
triumphant vice. Does not the point in question
concern a special form of happiness? We need
only see it at closer range to disdain, if not to
scorn it. Certain animals live with entire satis-
faction in the quagmires. There are others that
thrive only in the mire. Can we envy or desire
that kind of happiness?

We have chosen extreme cases: criminals on a
large scale, benefiting by the consideration of the
world, and criminals of low grade, objects of horror
and universal scorn, enjoying the smiles of fate.
What is the difference that separates them?
When we tear off the masks that cover the true
aspect of things, we perceive the fragility of their
happiness. Especially do we perceive its inferior
quality. As the man who has enjoyed the de-
lights of pure air will not exchange it for a vitiated